54                      LYMAN TRUMBULL

he was ready to go all lengths with Atchison and String-
fellow, he ought to have declared the entire election
invalid and reported the facts to President Pierce. But he
did nothing of the kind. He merely rejected the votes of
seven election districts where the most notorious frauds
had been committed, and declared "duly elected" the
persons voted for in others. Eventually the members
holding certificates organized as a legislature and ad-
mitted the seven who had been rejected by Reeder. The
latter took an early opportunity to go to Washington
City to make a report to the .President in person. He
stopped en route at his home in Easton, Pennsylvania,
where he made a public speech exposing the frauds in the
election and confirming the reports of the Free State
settlers. Stringfellow warned him not to come back. In
the Squatter Sovereign of May 29, 1855, he said:

From reports received of Reeder he never intends returning
to our borders. Should he do so we, without hesitation, say
that our people ought to hang him by the neck like a traitorous
dog, as he is, so soon as he puts his unhallowed feet upon our
shores. Vindicate your characters and the territory; and should
the ungrateful dog dare to come among us again, hang him to
the first rotten tree. A military force to protect the ballot-box!
Let President Pierce or Governor Reeder, or any other power,
attempt such a course in this, or any portion of the Union, and
that day will never be forgotten.

The "Border Ruffian" legislature proceeded to enact
the entire slave code of Missouri as laws of Kansas. It
was made a criminal offense for anybody to deny that
slavery existed in Kansas, or to print anything, or to
introduce any printed matter, making such denial.
Nobody could hold any office, even that of notary public,
who should make such denial. The crime of enticing any
slave to leave his master was made punishable with
death, or imprisonment for ten years. That of advising

. Dement hoped that Congress would do something
